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Abstract. The concept of “intelligence and unintelligence” in proverbs is one of the
concepts leading to a unique decency, humanity, patriotism, wisdom and hard work. This
article discusses how this concept is widely defined in English and Uzbek proverbial
quotes together with their usage in prose and poetry, its scientific-theoretical justification
is explained, author’s reactions are expressed as well as opinions are highlighted.
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ONNPEAEJIEHHME ITIOHATHUA “UHTEJVIEKT U HEUHTEJVIM'EHTHOCTB”
B AHI'VIMACKHUX U Y3BEKCKHX MMOCJIOBUIIAX

AuHoTaums. [lonamue “‘unmennexm u Hepazymue” 8 NOCIOBUYAX AGTAECMCL OOHUM U3
nouAmul, 6e0yWux K YHUKATbHOU NOPAOOYHOCMU, YeN08€YHOCU, NAMPUOMUIMY),
Myopocmu u mpyoonoouro. B amoii cmamwve 06Ccyscoaemcs, Kak d9mo noHsAmue wmupoxo
onpeoensemcsi 8 AHSIUUCKUX U Y30EKCKUX NOCIOBUYHBIX YUMAMAx, a makdce ux
UCNoOIb3068aHUe 8 Npo3e U Nod3uu, OOBACHAEMCA €20 HAYYHO-MeopemuiecKoe
000CHOB8aHUE, BbIPANCAIOMCS PEaKYUU ABMOpd, a MAKHCe 8blOeISIIOMCA MHEHUS.
Kniouegvie cnosa: unmennekm, uHmeru2eHmHOCMy, KOHYeNnm, noCio08uYbl, Kyibmypd,
A3bIK, C653b, TUHESBUCTNUKA, MYOPOCMb, MOPAlb, (POILKIOP, ACNEKM.

A proverb is a short, generally known sentence of the folk which contains

wisdom, truths, morals, and traditional views in a metaphorical, fixed and memorizable
form and which is handed down from generation to generation.

— Mieder 1985.

Introduction

Language reflects the unique culture of a nation, especially proverbs play a very
significant role in demonstrating national characteristics and culture of this nation.
Proverbs not only express the traditions and national concepts of the people, but also
historical places, famous people and characters.

The use of the concept of “intelligence and unintelligence” in proverbs helps to
ensure the culture of each nation’s speech, and the practical application of this concept
in various situations has both important moral and educational values. The basis of this
concept is uniting high quality of education and upbringing youth to an important place
in the formation and development of ideological and spiritual society with moral human
qualities, high consciousness together with intellectual potential.

The study of proverbs has application in a number of fields. Clearly, those who
study folklore and literature are interested in them, but scholars from a variety of fields
have found ways to profitably incorporate the study of proverbs. Proverbs have also been
incorporated into strategies of social workers, teachers, preachers and even politicians. °

Paremiology is the collection and study of proverbs (paroemias). It is a subfield of
both philology and linguistics. It can be dated as back far as Aristotle. Paremiography, on
the other hand, is the collection of proverbs.

To make the respective statement more general, most proverbs are based on a
metaphor. Further typical features of proverbs are their shortness and the fact that their
authors are generally unknown.

Proverbs are used by speakers for a variety of purposes. Sometimes they are used
as a way of saying something gently, in a veiled way. Proverbs can also be used to simply
make a conversation more lively. Other times, they are used to carry more weight in a

19 Mieder, Wolfgang; Litokvina, Anna 2002.Twisted wisdom: Modern Anti-Proverbs. DeProverbio.
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discussion. In many parts of the world the use of proverbs is a mark of being a good
orator. 11

The proverbs indicating the concept of “intelligence and unintelligence” reflects
the following:

— brings people closer;

— love grows feelings;

— encourages loyalty to the country;

— requires to be honest, fair, acquires strong knowledge;

— develops thinking;

— teaches mutual respect and resilience.

The concept

There is some kind of value at the center of each concept and it serves the study of
language as well as culture, since the principle of value is the basis of culture. Each
concept includes a complex mental harmony, the attitude of a person to the object
represented, and universal or general, national-cultural, social, language-related,
personal-individual components. The lexicon of the language as a means of expressing
human culture helps to identify certain concepts and reveal the essence of the content
reflected in the different people of the world.

The concept is currently considered as one of the important concepts of
linguocultural studies. Linguistic-cultural concept serves as a worldview model for all
language speakers. Linguistic concept is a cultural tool influencing the formation of
national character. Cultural concepts are studied separately in Linguistics.

Materials and methods

As a product of word art, proverbs are also artistic phenomena. We can find dozens
of meanings of one word, both linguistic and literary tools and all examples of poetic
translations in a typical proverb. For example, depending on which proverb contains only
one “bad” word in proverb collections can mean Selfishness, dishonesty, ignorance,
greed, disloyalty, impatience and so on. These proverbs show how wide the meaning
possibilities of the word are.

It should be noted that proverbs are a large part of the vocabulary of English and
Uzbek languages. They differ from each other semantically, structurally, stylistically, and
even pragmatically. The proverbs are characterized by a point of view aimed at
eliminating many shortcomings and defects nation’s culture through criticism. Proverbs
serve to describe, define and express the existing language culture. National concepts,
things, emotions, customs, well-known ancestors, even place names can be seen in the
paremiological fund of the language from a cultural point. English and Uzbek proverbs
connected with the concept of “intelligence and unintelligence” reflect the mentality,
culture, and customs of the each nation and occupy an important place in the language of
both nations. Both languages have a great variety of proverbs about the wisdom,
including synonyms and antonyms. But their synonymous relations are not considered
absolute, because they are chosen depending on the context, as a result of which their

1 Richard P. Honek. A proverb in mind: the cognitive science of proverbial wit and wisdom.
Routledge, 1997.
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meanings can change more or less depending on the situation. Therefore, using the
proverb in the appropriate place will make the speech fluent, and the writing will be
coherent. In addition to the aforementioned points, proverbs are chosen depending on the
time, place, situation and other practical factors. Besides, society and social processes
directly affect the use of proverbs, content expressions and other characteristics.

Speaking about the semantic importance of the article on the group “intelligence
and unintelligence” in English and Uzbek, first of all, it is necessary to list the main
reasons for studying this concept. Norrick Neal cites the following reasons for this:

— proverbs are main parts of language;

— in studying the semantics of proverbs their principal aspects are taken into
account;

— proverbs are an integral part of folklore;

— their wide usage in literature and press;

— the importance of studying the proverbs with the semantic connection between
them is explained. 2

Analysis

Our nation has gained a lot of experience over the centuries, and this experience is
passed on to the future generations in various ways as legacy. Proverbs and wise words
are such priceless spiritual heritage, and their central concept is to encourage people to
goodness, that is, to approach every work with intelligence, and on the contrary, to
encourage them to turn away from evil, wickedness or foolishness. From the plan of the
analysis of these proverbs, the reader will learn the meaning of the concept of
“intelligence and unintelligence” in the proverbs of the Uzbek people, which have been
refined over the centuries and have reached us, with examples and explanations. Yusuf
Hos Hojib’s “Devoni Lugotit Turk”, Muhammad Gulhaniy’s “Zarbulmasal” and other
masterpieces contain hundreds of proverbs and are still actively used as bright Uzbek
examples.

One important source of English proverbs is proverbs from other languages. They
have no proof. Perhaps it was coined in English at the same time, but may have never
been written down, and we are still far from the ultimate source of the proverb. After all,
wisdom on various subjects is common to all countries. The Latin proverbs found in one
or another Latin author may not have been of his own invention, unlike those of English
authors, for the history of proverbs in ancient Rome or Greece must have been the same
as in England, and many wise sayings are abundant in literature or adopted as a folk oral
tradition for its complete existence.

There are ancient Egyptian proverb collections dating from as early as 2500BC.
Sumerian inscriptions give grammatical rules in proverbial form. However, when we look
at the top English proverbs, we will find many examples in the book Bible with truths
how one should live their life in wisdom. Especially, the use of proverbs in literature and

12 Norrick N. R. How Proverbs Mean. Semantic Study in English Proverbs. New York: Mounton,
1985.p. 213.
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oratory was at its height in England in the 16" and 17" centuries. William Shakespeare,
John Heywood, Michael Drayton wrote sonnets, dialogues and speeches in proverbs.3

Examples

In English the concept of “intelligence and unintelligence” is interpreted in a
completely different way than in Uzbek. In Uzbek, we interpret this concept directly by
approaching the words close to the word “intelligence”, while in English it depends on
the context and culture of the speech.

Measure seven times and cut once. (Care taken in preparation will prevent errors)

The meaning of this proverb is that everyone should think things carefully, with
intelligence and entrepreneurship. When cutting iron, it is better to cut short than long.
Even when starting to do something small, it is small, it is necessary to use mind and
intelligence. After all, benefit should come out of it for people and society.

“... think, analyze and act. They say that measure seven times and cut once. Then
you will not have to regret.” (A.Qahhor. Koshchinor lights)

Nothing is as dangerous as anger, nothing is as preferred as wisdom. (Anger is
an enemy, intelligence is a friend. )

In a series of these proverbs, ancestors pointed out that anger, grief and sadness are
enemies of health and well-being, so that it is advised not to be angry in vain. In fact, it
is very difficult for a person to remain silent and suppress himself in stressful situations.
But no matter, it is necessary to act intelligently for the mutual relations to be restored
and improved. Usually, before speaking a restrained person bites his/her lower lip. In this
proverb, achieving this, is equated not only with courage, but also with wisdom.

One is never too old to learn. (Better late than never)

It’s never late to learn, no matter how much you know, there’s always more to
learn, no matter how old you are, you can still improve your knowledge. Cicero refers
“The zeal for learning which increases with every step of age in wise and well-educated
men.” The favorite saying of the great Italian sculptor and painter Michelangelo was: “I
am learning.”

Ninety percent of inspiration is perspiration. (No gain without pain)

As the saying goes, ninety percent of success comes from sweat. While inspiration
provides ideas, putting them into words is the most difficult part of it. Inspiration is
worthless without a passion for hard work. So sweat it out. There is no gain without pain.
You can’t achieve anything without a problem or challenge. If nothing is sought, nothing
Is found. This proverbs teaches to be initiative. Seek and you will find. Just knock the
door and it will open for you. If you are looking for a job don’t wait for someone to offer
it, but go out and look for it yourself. Remember! Always act wisely.

We tried to analyze the semantic interpretation of a number of proverbs in Uzbek
and English languages about the topic of “intelligence and unintelligence” and to study
their similarities and differences in terms of meaning.

Conclusion

In conclusion, it can be said that most of the proverbs in English and Uzbek on the
concept of “intelligence and unintelligence” have almost the same meaning. Only in many

13 Mieder W. International Proverb Scholarship. New York: Garland Publishing, 1993.p. 27-63.
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cases two languages do not use the same words. Proverbs that usually have different
meanings in translation semantically, in the process of deep analysis. It is observed that
they mean the same thing “Avoiding foolishness, and turning into wisdom”. Since, they
apparently reflect that intelligence is the greatest virtue, while ignorance is the most
disgusting and unacceptable aspects of humanity.
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